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Dear Honorable MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Recipient Name]:

I am writing to ask you to issue a proclamation declaring the month of May 2013 as Pediatric Stroke Awareness Month. This proclamation is important to many families such as my own. I am the parent of a pediatric stroke survivor.  My child, [Child’s Name], had a stroke at [age of incident].  I used to think that stroke occurred only in adults, but now I know firsthand that stroke can occur in infancy, childhood and even prior to birth.  Stroke is seen in 1 out of 2700 newborns, with over half of these children having serious life-long neurological disabilities.  It is our hope to increase Pediatric Stroke awareness in [Your State or City] through this proclamation.
Established ten years ago and supported by the Children’s Hemiplegia and Stroke Association (CHASA), a non-profit organization helping families affected by pediatric stroke, this month is designed to increase awareness of pediatric stroke among the public, media, government, and medical communities. 

The awareness day’s message to our state is clear:  Stroke DOES occur in infants, children and even unborn babies just as it did with my child.  It is an important issue that is largely unrecognized.  Stroke in the newborn period may be as common as it is in older people.  When a baby has a stroke, it has life-long implications.  Despite this, there has been little research and funding for the development of treatment studies in children.  There is a definite need for increased medical research into the cause, treatment, and prevention of stroke in infants, children and unborn babies.
I have enclosed a sample proclamation and a fact sheet containing more information about pediatric stroke.  Thank you in advance for your consideration and approval of our request.  The events held during Pediatric Stroke Awareness Month, supported by your proclamation, will go far in recognizing and bettering the lives of families who are touched by pediatric stroke.
Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Your Name]
